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Commander’s Corner

Hello Rough Riders. gotten back from
eleven wonderful
Time again for another battal- days in Kuwait and

ion newsletter to let you all know what raq. We thought it
great things we have accomplished was hot at NTC: in
and what the future has in store for us  Kywait and Iraq the

in the coming months. temperature reached
117F in the shade
everyday. |thought

| was going to melt.
During the trip we
got to meet with the
folks that would re-
ceive us into theater
and the unit we are
going to replace.

We learned a lot
about procedures |
required for us to be
successful when we Rough Rider Logo painted on rock at N
first arrive in theater

and about the terrain we are going to
occupy in lrag. Although | can't talk
Additionally, both the CSM, much about the trip because of secu-
rity requirements, | can tell you that (Continue

As you all know, we com-
pleted our NTC rotation that consisted
of three force on force battles, three
battalion live fires, three major move-
ments for the battalion and eight days
of stability and support operations that
had us replicating the type of opera-
tions we will be doing in Iraq. Allin all
it was a very busy rotation. As | am
fond of telling everyone who listens,
this was the toughest of my seven
rotations and the battalion did great.
We got better at our jobs everyday
which will be invaluable to us as we
get ready to deploy to the real thing.

the guality of life for your love
isn’'t going to be too bad. Her

the battalion $3, and myself have just
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For the soldier: FRGs provide
that communicates command
When the soldier trusts in that
enables them to concentrate ¢
mission at hand and have the
tional readiness to carry out tt
sion. FRGs help develop a cc
in soldiers that family member
receive reliable and friendly st
when the soldier is away.

What is Family Readiness?

We focus on family readiness as a
balance between three main areas:
Preparation, Communication, and
Education. Army Soldiers and fami-
lies form the center of all FRG related
events.

Why does the unit need FRGs?

For the family members: Unit FRGs
foster a sense of belonging to the unit
and community and provides a vehicle for families to de-  Anybody! This includes married soldiers, single s

Who can be in the FRG?
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Rlpha Company ‘OUTLAWY’

NTC SUMMARY

Looking back on the Na-
tional Training Center rotation 05-
08, it was a bittersweet experience.
From an operational stand point,
the rotation was one of the tough-
est things Alpha Company has ex-
perienced. The op-tempo, mission
requirements, shortage of person-
nel, and hot weather all contrib-
uted to providing the company
with many very challenging and
stressful days. From the training
stand point, we learned many tac-
tics, techniques, procedures and
lessons that will make us more
proficient at our mission in Iraq.
The soldiers in A Company did an
outstanding job and worked long
and hard hours every day to com-
plete the mission of supporting 2nd
Brigade, as well as getting our
equipment to and from Fort Irwin,
CA. I am extremely proud of the
effort made by every soldier and
the families should be very proud

as well, My
main goal of
the rotation
was to get the
company and [
its equipment |
to NTC, train
hard, and get
everyone
home safely
to their fami-
lies. This
company ac-
complished
that and did
it in a way we
can all be proud of.

Neither rain, nor sleet, nor a little dust can slow down our

wash rack, cleaning weaj
night vision goggles, orde
to get our vehicles workir
erly, writing awards, doir
forms for max leave, and
up the motor pool just to
few of the tasks we have
ing for the past two week
these tasks are complete:
to ensure the company’s

Now that we have everyone
and the majority of our equipment
back on Fort Hood, the company is
performing After Operations Main-
tenance (AOM) and recovery opera-
tions. We have been doing avari-
ety of things to include: download-
ing vehicles off the trains at the

railhead, washing vehicles at the Con

The RST (Religious Support Team) prepares for

It was so good to get home, take a

nice long shower, kiss the family

and relax a little. [ am actually glad

I went to NTC for two reasons.
First, I feel better prepared for Iraq
and secondly, I was able to get to
know many more soldiers in the
204th,

My Chaplain Assistant, PFC
Joshuwa Clare was rewarded for
his work in the desert with an NTC
coin and a Certificate of Apprecia-
tion for his duty performance.
Only a handful of Soldiers received
this recognition. Those selected
were also given the title of NTC
Hero. Around 10 Soldiers in the
204 3B received this distinction
during NTC.

Lord Jesus Christ knew v
desert environment was 1
overcame it and so can w

. Over the next few months
be tasked with more trair
more requirements to ful

{ get set for deployment. I
taking a Combat Lifesave
and I look forward to it.
pray that no one gets ser
jured, but if it happens, |
be an additional source ¢
my fellow Soldiers.

CH(CPT) Leslie and PFC Clare

As we continually meet unique
challenges and make new adjust-
ments in our military lives, I hope
that it drives us closer to God. A
frequent source of strength for me
in the desert was my daily time of

Hravetr and et t1ite readino e

This is the time to draw s
from family, friends and «
The Lord Jesus Christ to.
He will never leave us no

e
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HHC Paints Me ﬁ’oalr az‘ .W’&' & prepares for Deployn

The mighty Trail Blaz- o hydration. The IBAS t
ers have finally re- ,@ ’ v i challenges to the Trail
turned from their very - - o " NS I but they worked hard
successful rotation to . | ( : . ___ the oppressive heat an
the National Training & were even identified as
Center at Fort Irwin, W Of The Battlefield for t
California. It has been standnlg performance.
avery busy 30 days for .
HHC that required a lot
of sweat and elbow

g . Those identified as he:
battle were PFC Moses
grease to get the mis- || cooks section, PFC Cle

sion accomplished. &, : YO : ~| the ministry support t
First we had to upload s ' \ ‘ﬁ PFC Pettigrew from the
the vehicles and con- e x A Nl supply section. These
tainers on the train - n  performed in an outst:
bound for NTC. Then, manner and our since:
after a short plane ride goes out to them for tk
to the desert, we had to iy effort during NTC rota
send a few lucky sol- == - 08.

diers out to Yermo, Soldiers posing with our painted rock include LT Ellis, gt The return trip was |

CA to do“_m load t{he Dukes, PFC Prymer and PYT Stanley. Good job Guys! busy as the departus
newly arrived equip-

ment and shuttle it
off to NTC via a 3 hour slow ride into the middle of the desert with S/ S— F ;
through the Mojave Desert. all of our gear stowed and IBAS TWinL Jandscape. tour o

. : diers had the honor of pe
e Sy femsn plase. We & yomy battalion crest on a large
After finally arriving in the Dust  JBAS in the desert in August is like ars

Bowl with all of our equipment and Wearmg a snowmobile suit to do PT S o8 known as Painted R
accompan ear, we planned Ellis, with his crew of art
panying g p in middle of August at Fort Hood.

ever, we did have an
nity to leave our mark on

and prepared for the big move out 1 brings a new meaning to forced fCon
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More Pictures from our adventures at NTC

LT McDonald, Convoy Commander, preparing for
our convey which ended up lasting over 9 hours!

PFC Petigrew er
some time alone.

another 204th ¢
selected as an N1
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The ‘Black Knights’ lead by Example!

The Soldiers of Bravo
Company, 204th Support Battal-
ion fresh from the National
Training Center (NTC) had spent
the last month training and
were prepared for anything. As
the “Black Knights” (as the Sol-
diers of Bravo Company are
known) made their way towards
the large crowd, their pulse
quickened and blood pressure
increased. Fortunately, this
was not another training event
but instead a greatly appreci-
ated welcome home celebration for the Soldiers.
Family and friends of the Soldiers gathered at the

battalion motor-pool as each flight returned home
to Fort Hood. The Socldiers were able to enjoy a few
minutes with their loved ones as they gathered

their belongings then headed off to spend sc
time with their families.

(Continued

Commander’s Corner - Continued

(Continued from page I)

what they can expect at our operating
base when they arrive in theater:

Containers or nice tents to live in

(both w/heat and air)

Shower trailers

Gym equipment (weights/cardio

machines)
Phone access

Internet access

Contracted Dining Facility

Laundry

Limited PX (we have to run it)

Overall it's not a bad setup. As we get
closer to the deployment | will be al-
lowed to share more info with every-

ane.

Presently we are knee deep in
what is called recovery operations.

equipment off the rail head, clean it,
inspect it, and fix it. This includes not
only all our trucks and trailers but our
weapons, masks, test sets, and digital
equipment. We also inventory and
restock all our supplies which includes
soldiers’ individual equipment. This
whole process is very time consuming
and labor intensive but the good news
is after completion of recovery the unit
begins maximum leave. The Brigade
window for leave is from 27 August
through 11 September. This is an op-
portunity for soldiers to take two weeks
off prior to deployment. After this time
period | can only authorize units to
have 10% of their overall strength on
leave at any given time. So if you want
to take leave again prior to deployment
coordinate now with your chain of com-
mand.

As for the future, our calendar
is filling up fast. There are numerous
mandatory training events that we
must complete prior to deploying and
some of our own that | want to re-
hearse again before we get into thea-

trained condition we can so
ready to meet any challenge
you are all saying “Great, w
see my significant other?” |
to the unit has been that as
work hard when we are at w
ensure we get time off to er
families and friends prior to
ment. Some events we are
enjoy ourselves are:

-Battalion Organizational Dz
-Company Organizational D
-Battalion Formal — beginnir
-Three/Four day weekends

That's enough for n
Riders, enjoy your leave an
all back after 11 September

Rough Rider 6
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(Continued from page 1)

wives, husbands, and children but also extended family ST

members such as mothers, fathers, aunts, uncles, grand-
parents, and siblings. Also included are those who are in-
terested in the welfare of the soldiers: girlfriends, boy-
friends, fiancées, retirees, etc.

Prepanng for
aepornion

Extend Your Family Through an FRG!

Find out about your FRG today and get involved in activi-
ties and planning.

Communication

Contact your Family Readiness Group Leaders to
find cut how you can help take care of families:

204 SB: Ms. Schultz
A Co: Mrs, Istre

B Co: Mrs. Cameron

C Co: Mrs. Bentley

Message to FRGs

Your efforts stupport combat readiness.

Soldiers & families

are the very heart
Your experience will help others.

Your input is important

October 2005: The 204 SB is getting its own vir- Go to AKO at: hitps://www.us.army.mil/s
tual Family Readiness Group (vVFRG) webpage! This login /welcome .html and look for “New Use
site will allow us to post items of interest, such as create a guest account for your family men
photos, phone rosters, fundraising events, and
much, much more! FRG members recently attended
a vFRG workshop to learn how to setup our site.
You will be able to link to it from the 204, 41D web-
site or go directly to it. Learn more about what the
site will offer at: http:/ /www.armyfre.org/skins /
ArmvyFRG /display.aspx

+ August 2005 Rough Riders Newsletter is p
the 41D, 204 SB FRG link.

+ Go to the 4ID homepage at: http://
ww.hood.army.mil/4ID/ and follow t
"UNITS", "2nd Brigade”, "204th Supr
talion", "Family Readiness Group".

The site is available to all DEERS members and
AKO account holders. Best of all, soldiers can grant
family members access to our vFRG site, simply by
adding them as guests from their AKO account.

Make sure your family has access before deploy- today! Your ideas and comments on how 1
ment. What a great way for extended family mem- and prove the battalion website for our sol
bers and close friends to read and learn about all family members are encouraged. Please

the oreat thinee vo11 and our =oldiere do every day! vo1r FR leader with voluir recommen datio
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October 2005: Battalion Organizational Day is scheduled for OCTOBE]

The Battalion FRG leaders are providing information packets at this event
clude phone trees, Rear Detachment information, and ways you can help u
care of our local and extended families through battalion activities, fundr
CARE Teams, committee positions, newsletters, and much more.

Archangels Conduct Recovery Operatis

Hello family members and friends of Charlie Com-
pany, 204th Support Battalion. It's GREAT to be
home! On behalf of the Archangel Officers, NCOs,
and Scldiers, we want to thank all of you for your
outstanding support and the wonderful welcome
home. After spending a little over thirty days
“conquering” the National Training Center, we’re
thankful to be home, happy to see your smiling
faces, and proud to report “Mission Accomplished!”

Owver the next few weeks, our focus will be
on inventories, equipment and vehicle mainte-
nance, and most importantly personal mainte-
nance, as we take and enjoy some much needed
leave. The primary leave peried is from 27 Aug — 11
Sep, with the majority of the company taking leave
during this timeframe. Some are taking longer
leaves and some are taking shorter, but whatever

the case might be, we hope that everyone will take g1 one year. After which, we will return to
pleasure in time spent with family and friends. to rejoin our families. This is a crucial time
Once we return from leave, the pace is going to pick Nation’s history and along with our Nation
up, once again, and we may have to work some late port...and our family's support...the Archar

evenings as we prepare to deploy. We will continue  continue to do all that we can to ensure the
to train hard but will also try to maximize our time  fyture and our history is bright.

oft.

) ] Archangels, Rough Riders, Warhorse, Ironh
As of this moment, there are no major

changes to our deployment schedule. The deploy-
ment window is still from mid to late November and
the deployment will last
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OUTLAW Continued

(Continued from page 2)

to do our mission again
when its time to deploy
overseas to Iraq.

The most re-
warding thing we have
been doing is spending
time with family and
friends again after 30
plus days of being away.
A month of being away
will certainly show a
person what he or she
takes for granted in eve-
ryday life. Simple
things like walking on
carpet in your bare feet, rolling
over out of your own bed to go use
your own bathroom, taking a
shower in privacy and being clean,
eating what you want out of your
pantry, driving your car, watching
TV, playing in your yard, listening
to music. By far the most impor-
tant thing though is spending
quality time with your spouse, chil-
dren, family and friends. We all
missed our families while we were
in the desert of California and I

Chaplain—Continued

(Continued from page 2)

us.

It is such a privilege to be your
chaplain. IfI can be of any help to
any Soldier or 204th family mem-
ber, please contact me. If you just
want someone to pray with, cry
with, laugh with or talk with...I am
here for you!

“Christ can give peace in any
storm and give comfort during
aniu trial we meet.”

work for in the fin
hope that every s«
a safe and enjoyal
during their time
PN work. Once we al
® leave, the focus of
g pany will shift to
ment training. Tt
o immediately after
Ml be filled with wea
| ranges, cONVoy tre
| digital training, cc
saver training, an
skills training. [
® dent that this con
By receive quality tra
will ensure we are
to do our jobs in I

hope that after a month away that
the reunion of families and friends
has been special for everyone.

I would like to pe:
thank the soldiers of Alp]
pany for making NTC a s
and for the continuing st
families are giving to this
Enjoy your time off and k
in mind.

The Brigade has granted us
a max leave period to decompress,
unwind and spend quality time
with our families and friends for a
couple of weeks. The majority of
us are taking leave during 27 Au-
gust to 11 September. This is our
time to focus on families and enjoy
the little things in life that we all

‘OUTLAW’ Commat

n
ma
VS AW
MNETANWS= /7

HI¥F AN
HFAANNN
Wwr i
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HHC Continues it’s Mission ——-

(Continued from
page 5}

lot of hard
work into
the task and
turned out a
pretty nice
product.
Our thanks
goes out to
Sgt Dukes,
PFC Prymer,
PVT

Stanley, and
1LT Ellis for
the hard
work and
dedication
they dis-
played in creating their master-
piece.

The Trail Blazers have received all
of their equipment back from NTC
and are currently working fever-
ishly to clean and store all of cur
gear so that we may go enjoy a
much needed rest during the max
leave pericd. We have a lot of hard
work to do in order to get ready to
deploy, so enjoy your time oftf and
come back rejuvenated and ready
to go.

We have a few upcoming events
that we would like to address be-
fore signing off for this month.

in the interi
your calend:
line up the t
~ now so that
get together
some fun.

"4

'We hope tha
Trail Blazers
-G enjoy their I
" come back s
ready to get
about doing
training. We
lot of ranges
immediately
turning fron
be prepared
right back into a high op
environment with a lot of
training designed to get 1
for our upcoming deploy:

The first is the Battalion Organiza-

tional Day in October. We are
looking forward to a lot of fun, food
and games with friends and family
and some friendly competition be-
tween the companies to show who
the bestis. Of course HHC should
clean up in the competition area as
the majority of the talent within
the battalion lies in HHC.

‘TRAILBLAZER’ Comn

The other event we have to look
forward to is the Battalion Formal
which is going to be held in No-
vember., Details will become avail-
able as the time draws closer, but

Do you know these Soldiers?
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The ‘BLACK KNIGHTS’ — Continue training hard!

(Continued from page 5)

But the time away passed by quickly and the
Soldiers had to return to work in order to finish re-
deploying the equipment from NTC. Once again the
Soldiers gave 100%, working diligently day or night
to get the equipment ready for the next mission.
After the equipment arrived from NTC, it had to be
downloaded, moved to the motor-pool, cleaned, in-
spected, and cleaned again. Additionally, the main-
tenance shops had to quickly re-establish them-
selves once their equipment arrived in order to pro-
vide support for the rest of the battalion and bri-
gade. The company headquarters quickly setup
shop in order to process awards and leave forms.
The effort of the Soldiers was outstanding and with
their hard work the company was quickly back to
normal operations.

I would like to thank all the families that
showed up for the company FRG meeting in August.
It seems that each month we have a better turnout.
During the meeting, we discussed some possible ac-
tivities including our upcoming company organiza-
tional day at BLORA mid-September. We also talked

Newsbetter of the 204th SB

204th 8B , 4th Infantry Division
Ft. Hood, Texas 76544

Phone: (254) 288-6725
E-mail: Wolfgangwannabe @ yahoo.com
Comments are welcomed.

Hyvdrate!

about some other possible events and fundr
All in all it was a successful meeting and [ ir
families to come out for all company FRG ew:
cluding cur monthly meeting held the third’
of every month.

Lastly, I would like to take the oppor
wish all Soldiers a safe and happy block leax
two week break is much deserved. The com;
has been working extremely hard for the las
months and now can enjoy some time with f
and friends. I look forward to seeing everyor
the vacation and remind you to always think

‘BLACK KNIGHT’ Commander



